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The turning of the page of another 
year always seems to bring about a 
reflection on what the previous year 
has brought us to. Though we must 
forget “those things which are 
behind” (Phil. 3:13), it is wise to 
look back and learn from the past, 
whether they be victories or losses. 
The scriptures were “written for our 
learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope” (Rom. 15:4), and the Old 
Testament events of the past “were 
our examples” (I Cor. 10:6). As a child 
of God, you can learn much from the 
examples of Israel found recorded in 
those thirty-nine books.

Instead of looking at the past in 
this way, many folks, especially as 
they get older, tend to reminisce of 
the past as “the good old days,” and 
even long for them as if they could 
go back and relive them. The scrip-
ture is very plain that this is a foolish 
way to look at the past as Solomon 
wrote, “Say not thou, What is the 
cause that the former days were 
better than these? for thou dost 
not enquire wisely concerning this” 
(Eccl. 7:10). Whenever the flesh looks 
back and longs for the past like this, 

The Good Old Days
By Brian Donovan

it always takes a twisted, nostalgic 
look that is not reality. Israel did this 
when she was delivered from Egypt, 
and after hitting some rough spots in 
the wilderness, the flesh looked back 
and said, “We remember the fish, 
which we did eat in Egypt freely; 
the cucumbers, and the melons, 
and the leeks, and the onions, and 
the garlick . . .” (Num. 11:5). 

They quickly forgot that there was 
nothing they were given “freely”, as 
they were slaves working for Pharaoh. 
The longing for the “good old days” 
made them completely forget about 
the whips on their backs and the task-
masters that drove them as stated in 
Exodus 5:14 (“And the officers of 
the children of Israel, which Pha-
raoh’s taskmasters had set over 
them, were beaten, and demanded, 
Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your 
task in making brick . . .”). 

Folks in their seventies and eighties 
still listen to their music of the 1950s 
and literally cry as if they were still 
living back there. They think of when 
they fell in love but forget the heart-
breaks. They think of high school fun 
and forget the confusion of a teenaged 
mind. Instead of getting ready to face 
their Maker, they wish they could go 
back and relive their youth. The only 
part of their early days they are going 
to get back again, is that they soon 
will have no hair, no teeth, be back in 
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By Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
The story of David and Goliath in 1 

Samuel 17 is a famous story. Certain 
stories in the Bible are well known to 
anybody if they read the Bible at all. 
Stories like Daniel in the lion’s den, 
Jonah in the belly of the whale, and 
then, of course, David and Goliath. 

While these Old Testament stories 
may look to some like just entertaining 
stories, Paul says, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16)

Many things in the Old Testament, 
though they might not be Pauline, New 
Testament doctrine, are good admoni-
tions for the Christian. 

“For whatsoever things were writ-
ten aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.” (Rom. 15:4)

So you don’t want to turn up your 
nose at Old Testament stories just 
because they are from the Old Testa-
ment; there are many lessons you can 
learn from them. 

This story, from a spiritual stand-
point, has to do with your battle with a 
besetting sin. 

“Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before 
us” (Heb. 12:1).

The “the sin which doth so easily 
beset us” is a besetting sin. It means 
that in every Christian’s life, there is 
usually one sin that stands out. You 
have more trouble with that sin than 
you do with any other sin. Amen? And 
so that’s the “giant”—the big one. 

Now what you have here is a battle 
between the Philistines and the Is-

The Giant in Your Life
raelites. The Philistines are on one 
hill, and the Israelites on another. The 
champion of the Philistines, Goliath of 
Gath, comes out for forty days and forty 
nights. He dares anybody to come out 
there and get him, and everybody is 
afraid. Along comes David and says; 
I’ll get him. They say, “You are just a 
kid. You can’t do anything about that.” 
David says, “Well, I killed a lion and a 
bear one time with my sling, my staff, 
and my rod. I’ll kill him the same way.” 

Before they sent him out, he tried 
on Saul’s armor and it didn’t fit. So he 
took a staff, a scrip (a little bag, kind 
of like a little satchel), and five smooth 
stones from the brook. He goes out to 
meet Goliath, the champion of Gath, 
armed with just a sling. 

Now that sling is not like a “slingshot”. 
It is a long piece of leather about four 
feet. When you double it, it’s about two 
feet with a leather pouch right in the 
middle of it. And what you put in there 
is a stone about the size of a golf ball. 
One end is strapped to your wrist, and 
the other end lies in your hand. You get 
that thing going, and then you let go of 
one end of it, and that stone comes out 
of there. If that thing hits you, it’ll hurt 
you! I mean it’ll take the knee cap out 
if it hits you above the shin guard. If it 
hits you in the middle of the forehead 
like it did Goliath, it’s like getting hit with 
an eighty-eight. You’re going down! 

So David kills Goliath the Philistine, 
Israel has a great victory, and that’s the 
story. It doesn’t look like much upon 
first sight, but there is an awful lot in 
that passage. 

Now the first thing you want to notice 
about the passage is how God uses 
weak things. I mean, he overcame 
Goliath with a sling. 

Notice in the passage that he went 
down there to the brook and got five 
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stones. Do you reckon he thought he 
was going to miss with a couple of 
them? No, David had more faith than 
you think. He planned on taking on 
Goliath’s whole family (2 Sam. 21:22). 

So, he went down to fight and over-
came Goliath with a sling. Now isn’t that 
a mighty weak weapon to overcome 
a professionally trained soldier, who 
comes at you with a sword, a spear, 
and a shield, and has been fighting 
his whole life? The Bible says that he 
was “a man of war from his youth” 
(1 Sam. 17:33). 

God delights in always reducing us 
until we are helpless so that He can 
show His power. How does Samson 
whip them? With the jawbone of an ass. 
What a dumb thing to use. How does 
Shamgar whip them? With an ox goad. 

“But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; And base 
things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are: That no 
flesh should glory in his presence.” 
(1 Cor.1:27-29). 

He’s always doing that. There’s 
a captain of the host of the Gentiles 
named Sisera—a trained soldier and 
a general. Sisera has to run for his life, 
and he goes into a tent. While he is 
sleeping, a woman comes in and drives 
a tent peg through his head (wounded 
in the head like the anti-christ—Gen. 
3:15). An armed general of an army gets 
killed with a tent peg! That’s how God 
seems to enjoy doing things—always 
taking the “things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are”.

When Gideon was getting ready to 
fight against the Midianites, what type 
of equipment did he have? Broken 
pitchers, lamps, and trumpets! That’s 

all he has! That’s no way to deal with 
22,000 troops—but he does! 

God will bring us down to a place 
where we are helpless, and we just 
can’t make it. He does that to show you 
how He is going to make it. 

Now, when you are facing this giant in 
your life, whatever it is, there are three 
basic lessons you need to know. Unless 
you get these lessons down, you will 
never whip the giant. 

Number one, you cannot face the 
giant in your own strength. 

Paul said we are those that “rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confi-
dence in the flesh” (Phil. 3:3). The 
Bible teaching is completely and totally 
contrary to everything you are taught. 

The world says, “Believe in yourself. 
Have faith in yourself. You can do it. If 
you believe you can do it, you can do 
it.” You will fall flat on your face doing it! 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Nobody ever whipped him but one, 
and it ain’t you! He whipped Noah when 
he got him drunk. He whipped Moses 
when he got him to lose his temper and 
get kicked out of the promised land. 
He whipped Simon Peter when he got 
him to curse and swear. He whipped 
Paul when he got him out of the will of 
God and in prison. He won’t have ANY 
trouble with you! 

The only person he ever had any 
trouble with was Jesus Christ. You take 
somebody like Mohammed or Buddha. 
For the devil, that’s a pushover—a 
piece of cake. 

You can’t go in your own strength. 
We are those that rejoice in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and put no confidence 
in the flesh. God Almighty says, “The 
flesh is no good.” 

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall 
not always strive with man, for that 

The Giant in Your Life
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he also is flesh . . .” (Gen. 6:3).
The first reason a man is lost is that 

he trusts in his flesh. Unsaved people 
think, “Well, if I can just do this and 
do that, then I’m a good person and 
sincere. Surely I’ll make it.” Christians 
have the same problem. Just about all 
the troubles you’ve had in your life as 
a child of God, are to bring you to the 
end of yourself.

The world says, “Have confidence in 
yourself. Believe in yourself.” No! Don’t! 
The greatest Christian that ever lived 
said, “For I know that in me (that is, 
in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing 
. . .” (Rom. 7:18). 

You can’t go in your own strength, 
or else you’re going to get it. That was 
Goliath’s trouble. 

“And it came to pass, when the 
Philistine arose, and came and 
drew nigh to meet David, that David 
hasted, and ran toward the army to 
meet the Philistine.” (1 Sam. 17:48)

The Philistine arose. He was sitting. 
A little overconfident, aren’t you buddy? 
David ran to meet him—he wasn’t run-
ning. He wasn’t even standing up; he 
was sitting down. 

“Then said David to the Philistine, 
Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield 
. . .” (1 Sam. 17:45). Hey man, where’s 
your helmet? Goliath was trusting his 
own strength. You can’t go in your own 
strength. 

That’s how Napoleon “met his wa-
terloo”. When that battle was going 
on, field marshal Ney kept telling him, 
“I think you better attack now.” When 
Napoleon continued to delay, Marshal 
Ney said, “But emperor, don’t you think 
under the circumstances…” and Napo-
leon said, “Circumstances—what are 
circumstances? I make circumstances.” 
Boy, that was the end of him! 

During the Civil War, General Joseph 
Hooker said, “My plans are perfect, and 

when I start to carry them out, may God 
have mercy on General Lee, for I will 
have none.” You shouldn’t have said 
that. You lost your shirt. What’s that? It 
is trusting in your own strength. 

One time an old boy came into a 
strange town and thought he would 
show off a little bit. He went into the 
first bar, stepped in the door and said, 
“I’m new here, and I can whip any 
man in this town.” He got knocked out 
in the street, and out there, he got the 
“bum-rush”. He came back in and said, 
“Gentlemen, I took a little bit too much 
territory in that last statement.” A little 
overconfident!

Saul and the people following him 
were afraid and dismayed. They weren’t 
going out to take on Goliath. Did you 
ever stop to think about that? If anybody 
could have taken on Goliath, it would 
have been Saul. He “was higher than 
any of the people from his shoulders 
and upward” (1 Sam. 10:23). Then he 
was nearly seven feet tall or more. If 
anybody could have taken him, it would 
have been Saul. But, he couldn’t trust 
his own strength. He was a smart man 
because he would have gotten clob-
bered if he would have gone out there. 

You take Sigmund Freud; he never 
did whip cigars. He died a terrible death 
after months of being on morphine.

Mickey Mantle never got victory over 
liquor. He died a sot drunk.

You have probably seen that picture 
of those fellows putting up the flag at 
Iwo Jima. One of those fellows was a 
native American. After he got back to 
America, the press worked on him until 
he got sick of it. He couldn’t take the 
reporters around all the time—people 
asking him for this and asking him for 
that. The war hadn’t been over five 
years, and he didn’t get home one 
night. They found him drunk, frozen out 
there in Arizona in the middle of winter. 
He was a brave soldier, but he couldn’t 

The Giant in Your Life
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whip the liquor.
The second thing you need to know 

is that you can’t go in somebody else’s 
strength. 

“And David girded his sword upon 
his armour, and he assayed to go; for 
he had not proved it. And David said 
unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for 
I have not proved them. And David 
put them off him.” (1 Sam. 17:39)

David tried to go in Saul’s armor. He 
put on Saul’s armor and said, “I haven’t 
proved your armor. I can’t take it.” He 
had to get his own weapon that fit him. 
What would David look like in somebody 
else’s armor that was seven feet tall? 
He would be clanging around in there 
like a ball bearing in a sardine can! 

You can’t live off of my spirituality for-
ever. You can’t live off of your mother’s 
or your wife’s or your husband’s. There 
will come a time when you will have to 
stand on your own two feet. 

The Battle of Crecy in northern 
France took place in 1346. King Ed-
ward III, and his 30,000 English troops, 
against 115,000 French troops under 
Philip VI. After the battle got going 
pretty good, the Black Prince was get-
ting slaughtered. He was thinking that 
at any minute, he was going to have to 
run for his life. He sent a message to 
his Daddy, who was King Edward, for 
help. The King said, “Let the boy win 
his spurs.” He was saying, “If you are 
going to be a knight, then you’ve got 
to get your own spurs; I can’t get them 
for you.” He didn’t get the help, but he 
won the battle. Amen!

What may work for someone else will 
not work for you. David couldn’t handle 
Saul’s equipment. He had to get his own 
equipment, and his own equipment was 
just a sling. That’s what he was used to, 
and that’s what he could handle. You 
can’t borrow somebody else’s thunder! 

Young men would sit under J. Frank 
Norris and come out of there and try to 

be like him. Norris could get away with 
things you can’t get away with! 

The deacons gave one fellow a hard 
time, so he fired the whole deacon 
board before he had been there a week 
because he heard that Norris had done 
that! Norris had a deacon board of 
about 200 deacons at the First Baptist 
Church in Ft. Worth, Texas. They met 
in the cellar of the liquor store—one of 
the deacons ran a liquor store. They 
told Norris, “We are going to give you 
24 hours to get out of town.” He said, 
“I am going to give you 23 of them right 
back. You’re all fired.” Well, you just 
can’t do that with a deacon board! He 
did it and got away with it, but you won’t. 

I can say things you can’t say. You 
say you want to be like Ruckman. Well, 
take my pattern of street-preaching, 
soul-winning, personal work, and a 
few other things. Don’t take all the pat-
terns—you can’t do it! You have to get 
your own style of doing things. 

I like to preach a lot of things Bob 
Jones Sr. preached. As far as I’m 
concerned, he was one of the great-
est preachers that ever lived. The first 
couple of times I preached, I tried to 
use his material, and I couldn’t use it. I 
used some of it, but a lot of it I couldn’t 
use. When I said it the way he said, it 
didn’t bear the same weight. You have 
to get your own material. 

David couldn’t wear Saul’s armor—
no way! I’ve seen Nathaniel Bedford’s 
sword. The blade was five feet long, and 
he handled that thing with one hand. 
I wouldn’t think of going into combat 
with something like that! I have to use 
my own weapon.

When they called David up, they 
said, “Here, David, put this on.” When 
he put it on, he clanked around in that 
thing like one pea in a pod six feet long! 
He said, “I can’t handle this. I haven’t 
tried it out yet.” They said, “What are 
you going to get?” He said, “I’m going 

The Giant in Your Life
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to get the weapon I’m used to.” They 
said, “This man is a man of war since his 
youth, and you are just a stripling.” He 
said, “That’s alright, I killed a bear one 
time, and another time I killed a lion.” 

“David said moreover, The LORD 
that delivered me out of the paw of 
the lion, and out of the paw of the 
bear, he will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine. And Saul 
said unto David, Go, and the LORD 
be with thee.” (1 Sam. 17:37)

And then, when he goes out there, do 
you know what he says? He says, “You 
come at me with a sword, shield, and 
a spear. I come to you in the name of 
the Lord God of Israel whom you have 
defied, and I’m going to cut your head 
off and give you to the birds.” 

About that time, old Goliath got up 
from where he’d been sitting and said, 
“Well, we’ll just see about that!” And on 
he comes with his spear. And around 
and around David’s sling goes. When 
he lets go, the stone hits right between 
Goliath’s eyes, and down he goes to 
the ground.

Now is that David’s doing? This is 
the third thing you need to know. You 
can’t go in your own strength; you can’t 
go in the strength of someone else, but 
you can go in the strength of the Lord. 

When David goes out to face Goliath,  
he says, “You come at me, and you 
curse me by your gods. I’m coming to 
you in the name of the Lord. The battle 
is the Lord’s, and He’ll deliver you into 
our hand.”

“And Asa cried unto the LORD his 
God, and said, LORD, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power: 
help us, O LORD our God; for we 
rest on thee, and in thy name we 
go against this multitude. O LORD, 
thou art our God; let not man prevail 
against thee.” (2 Chron. 14:11)

Asa, the King, is talking about getting 

the victory in a battle. He says, “We’re 
going to go forth in YOUR NAME!”

Look at it again. In chapter 20, Ja-
haziel is telling Judah, “The battle is 
the Lords!”

And he said, Hearken ye, all 
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, 
Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be 
not afraid nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude; for the battle 
is not yours, but God’s.” (2 Chron. 
20:15)

Now, what does that mean? That 
means if you are going to put down the 
flesh, the Lord Jesus Christ is going to 
have to put it down. John the Baptist 
said, “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). The battle is 
the Lord’s. You are to “present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God” (Rom. 12:1).

“Let not sin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that ye should obey it in 
the lusts thereof.” (Rom. 6:12) 

He says in another passage, “. . 
.Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts” 
(Zech. 4:6). That is what David does.

“Commit thy works unto the 
LORD, and thy thoughts shall be 
established.” (Prov. 16:3)

“How much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without spot 
to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” 
(Heb. 9:14)

You are told to “Put on the whole 
armour of God” (Eph. 6:11). Not your 
armor—God’s Armor, because the 
battle is the Lord’s. Our strength is the 
Lord. We don’t have the strength to 
overcome these sins. 

“The LORD is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer; my God, 
my strength, in whom I will trust; my 
buckler, and the horn of my salva-

The Giant in Your Life
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So, you go forth in God’s strength, 
or you won’t make it. 

J. Frank Norris gave an illustration 
that took place back in his day.  A boy 
about 10, and a girl about 14, were out 
playing on a railroad track. There was 
one place where the track was just 
wide enough for a train to get by. That 
boy and girl were caught down there 
with a train coming. She told him, “jump 
and grab that rock.” The boy jumped, 
climbed up, and got his hands around 
a big piece of jagged rock. That train 
came through there at about 80 mph, 
and that little girl was screaming after 
her brother, “Hang on to the rock Jimmy! 
Hang onto the rock!” That’s good ad-
vice, but thank God we don’t have to 
hold onto the rock! He holds onto us. 

“Rock of ages cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee:
Let the water and the blood,
from thy wounded side which 
 flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Save from wrath
and make me pure.” 

The Christian life is a fight. It’s a battle 
against your own problems and your 
sins. It isn’t all just against the world and 
against the devil—it’s against the flesh. 

I remember Bob Jones Sr. saying 
on a number of occasions that the fight 
of faith was an encounter more bloody 
than all the battlefields of this world. I 
didn’t believe him then. I came from 
about four generations of infantrymen. 
I thought to myself, you just don’t know 
what you’re talking about old man. I 
mean, you don’t know what a bloody 
battlefield is? It couldn’t be worse than 
that! But I’ve got to admit, it is worse 
than that in many respects, and it lasts 
longer. It isn’t a matter of one or two 
battles. It’s a battle in the morning, in 

the afternoon, and at night. It goes on 
for weeks, for months, and for years. 
It goes on and on and on. 

Paul said, “Fight the good fight of 
faith.” (1 Tim. 6:12)

“No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life; 
that he may please him who hath cho-
sen him to be a soldier.” (2 Tim. 2:4)

Where are you in the battle? Where 
are you, facing the enemy? How’s it 
going to be when you go out? Are you 
going to die facing the enemy? Are you 
going to give way and run for your life 
and never fire a shot? 

Years ago, in Atlanta, they had a 
great painting. It’s 150 ft around, and 
you get up in the middle and walk around 
and watch that thing. It’s painted and 
has wax figures blended right in it. Some 
Belgian painters painted it, and it took 
them several years to do it. 

About 1920, when that thing was 
completed, the visitors came by there 
by the hundreds. One time an 80-year-
old veteran came through and had his 
great-grandaughter tell him about the 
picture. He had come out of the Civil 
War and had been blind for fifty-five 
years.  She took him by the hand and 
was telling him about the picture of the 
battle of Atlanta. 

As they got to a certain place where 
he had been in combat, he got kind 
of excited, and the adrenaline started 
to rush again. As she described the 
picture, the old man wiped the sweat 
off his brow and said, “Jenny, that’s the 
last thing I saw on this earth before I 
lost my sight.” 

The last time that old boy saw, he 
was looking right into the enemy’s 
face—smoke, fire, shot, and shell. He 
was right on the line when he lost his 
sight. Is that where you are going to 
be? How’s it going to be when it’s all 
over? Did you stay in the ranks, or did 
you run? Did you fire a shot? That old 
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fellow didn’t die, but he was blinded for 
life, fighting the good fight. 

I hope when the Lord finally comes; 
He will find every one of us facing the 
enemy head-on, firing away as fast as 
we can reload! 

The Giant
In Your Life

TR-112

7¢
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A tract presenting the dangers, reality, 
composition, location, purpose, and du-
ration of hell. Presents Jesus Christ as 
the only escape from that terrible place 
of torment

(Plus postage—see page 18)

The Book of
Revelation
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$2599
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BACK IN PRINT

By Clarence Larkin

This book is the result of 
twenty-five years of study. 
Interpretation is from the 
Premillennial standpoint, and 
the writer’s purpose is to show 
that the Book is to be taken 
literally.
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 A commentary based 
on Dr. Ruckman’s Sun-
day school classes on 
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ment. It deals with the 
historical accuracy of 
the conquest of Canaan 
under Israel’s greatest 
General and the mira-
cles associated with it. 
Special attention is giv-
en to the prophetic ap-
plication of the book to 
the Second Advent and 
to the practical applica-
tions that can be made 
to the Christian’s spiritual warfare against the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil. The geography of the book is 
tied in to associated events in the rest of the Old Testa-
ment, with a map at the end to help the reader locate 
the major cities in 
Joshua, as well as the 
division of the tribes 
in the land.

JOSHUA COMMENTARY
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diapers, and be crying a lot.
One of the reasons that it is not 

wise to dwell on, and long for the past, 
is that you cannot do anything about 
it. People think that if they could just 
go back, they would do things differ-
ently, and they would not make some 
of those mistakes—especially those 
that were so costly. But the truth is, 
even if you could go back, you would 
still make some big mistakes that 
would possibly be even more costly. 
The way anyone can get anything 
out of his past, is to repent and put 
it under the blood, learn from it, and 
then leave it back there. 

One of the great excitements of 
the Christian life is that you have no 
idea where it might take you. Today, 
if you went back into the past with 
the knowledge that you have right 
now, you would be bored at knowing 
what is going to happen. Living in the 
present, you have the excitement of 
anticipating what might happen when 
you witness to that lost soul or what 
results might come from being a help 
to someone in their walk with Christ. 
You can never relive the past, so to 
dwell on it and wish for it is only add-
ing to more wasted time and years. 
People who live in the past are full 
of regrets over their present, and 
instead of doing something about the 
here and now, they dream of going 
back to their past and fixing it. But 
dreaming accomplishes nothing but 
to throw away the precious time and 
opportunities of the present.

 Famous lost sinners, who seemed 
to have the life that the majority would 
die for, have testified that they were 
miserable and wished for something 
else. Cary Grant once said, “Everyone 
tells me I’ve had such an interesting 
life, but sometimes I think it’s been 
nothing but stomach disturbances 
and self-concern.” President JFK is 

quoted as saying, “If I had life to live 
over, I’d have a different father, a dif-
ferent wife, and a different religion”. 
That is some testimony from the life 
of “Camelot”, and “America’s First 
Family”.

Another reason that it is foolish 
to dwell on the past is that you are 
wasting today’s opportunities. The 
saved child of God should consider 
the scriptural view of life. 

“For what is your life? It is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away” 
(James 4:14). 

Every part of our lives is dependent 
upon God’s pleasure. “For that ye 
ought to say, If the Lord will, we 
shall live, and do this, or that” 
(James 4:15). There are only so 
many hours in the day, only so many 
days in the coming year, and they 
are passing quickly. 2021 is going 
to whisk its way into the past before 
you know it. It seems that 2020 just 
got started, and it is gone. The best 
thing you can do about your past is 
to do something with your present. 
Seize the hours that you are given 
today, and “press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).

Solomon wasted some years try-
ing to “prove thee with mirth” and 
“therefore enjoy pleasure” (Eccl. 
2:1). After getting his hands on all 
the houses, vineyards, gardens, 
orchards, and pools of water, and 
gathering all the silver and gold a 
man could wish for, he found it was 
all “vanity and vexation of spirit” 
(Eccl. 1:14). He concluded, among 
other things, that “a wise man’s 
heart discerneth both time and 
judgment” (Eccl. 8:5). Every Bible 
believer ought to plainly see that we 
are in the last times and discern that 
the time is now. These are great days 

The Good Old Days
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to live in as we await the coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We have been 
given the chance to stand in the midst 
of apostasy and hold to the KJV1611, 
but you need to discern that your 
time is now. 

As Solomon figured out, “What-
soever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither 
thou goest” (Eccl. 9:10). The time to 
work for the Lord is now, and there 
are enemies that would distract you 
to get you to waste time with them. 
The media is the greatest waste of 
time. As Noel Coward once said, “I’ve 
overeducated myself in all the things I 
shouldn’t have known.” That is a great 
description of spending time with all of 
the media (social, Hollywood, news, 
Internet, etc.). When it is all said and 
done, you have picked up things your 
mind should not even be dealing with 
and considering. 

Many years ago, the former manag-
ing editor for the New York Times, John 
Swinton, gave a toast at the New York 
Press Club, and in a moment of candor 
said, “The business of journalists is 
to destroy the truth, to lie outright, to 
pervert, to vilify, to fawn at the feet 
of mammon, and to sell his country 
and his race for his daily bread. You 
know it, and I know it, and what folly 
it is to toast to an independent press. 
We are vassals and tools of rich men 
behind the scenes.” One of their own 
admitted to the truth of what millions 
of Christians are spending their time 
with every day. 

Christian, “it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salva-
tion nearer than when we believed” 
(Rom. 13:11). Your time this coming 
year can be measured by opportuni-
ties. They come and leave forever 
and are buried in the cemetery of 

the past. The Lord God makes the 
appointments, and you meet on His 
time, or lose out.

You can also take a look at the last 
365 days of your walk with the Lord 
Jesus and consider what can be done 
better. As you consider the mercies 
and answered prayers from the Lord 
over the last year, your faith should 
increase when you see how He has 
delivered you. Looking at a country 
that is headed for hell (Psa. 9), and 
looking forward at a world that is 
headed for the great tribulation (Rev. 
6-18) and death; we have no business 
worrying about what might happen, 
considering how our Lord has already 
delivered us thus far. When the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians about 
the many trials and sufferings of the 
Christian life, he teaches us that one 

Continued on 12

The Good Old Days
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The Sin of Doing Nothing
Joshua’s Example
Great Faith
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Help My Unbelief
The Magnificient God

NOVEMBER’S SERMONS

DC-2011    
$14.95

All of November’s sermons on one MP3

Giving Thanks
The Story of Samson

Zack Colvin
The Great Invitation
The Danger of Delayed Repentance

of the reasons for the troubles, is to 
receive the comfort that comes from 
the Lord, that we might be a comfort 
to others when they also enter into 
those trials (II Cor.1:4). 

He also reminds us of His many 
deliverances of the past and present, 
leading us to have faith that He will do 
the same in the future, saying, “Who 
delivered us from so great a death 
(past), and doth deliver: (present), 
in whom we trust that he will yet 
deliver us (future)” (II Cor. 1:10). 
The Lord has always been faithful 
toward His children, and a look over 
your past will remind you of His good-
ness. The “good old day” is TODAY. 
“Better is the end of a thing than 
the beginning thereof” (Eccl. 7:8). 
Our faith should be getting stronger 
in both the Lord’s mercies, as well 
as His promises—especially as we 
watch the scriptures come to pass 
before our eyes in the last times. How 
you finish from here, is much more 
important than how you started years 
ago. Will you take hold of today and 
make the end of this year better than 
the beginning?

If you are lost, there are no “good 
old days”. You have simply been 
storing up wrath against the day of 
judgment in your rebellion against 

God. Jesus Christ took your place 
and bore your sins in His body on 
the cross of Calvary, so that you can 
have forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life. His arms are open wide right 
now, and if you receive Him, He will 
receive you. Salvation is not by any 
good work that you can do; it is only 
trusting the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Believe in your heart 
and call out to Him with your mouth 
to save you from hell, and it will be a 
done deal for you. But there is coming 
a time when it will be too late. 

The Lord told His prophet, Jer-
emiah, that He was through deal-
ing with His people, Israel, saying, 
“Therefore pray not thou for this 
people, neither lift up a cry or prayer 
for them: for I will not hear them 
in the time that they cry unto me 
for their trouble” (Jer. 11:14). The 
time for you to be saved is now, on 
His appointment, on His time. 

Many years ago, a young school-
boy was memorizing his verse of 
poetry for class. As he repeated his 
verse with his face to the wall, he was 
unaware that on the other side of that 
wall was a sick and dying man who 
repeatedly heard, “Today thou livest 
yet, Today turn thee to God; For ere 
tomorrow comes, Thou mayest be 
with the dead.”

Continued from 11
The Good Old Days
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 In this installment 
of the Bible Believer’s 
Commentary Series, 
Dr. Ruckman covers 
the Old Testament his-
torical books of Judg-
es and Ruth.
 In Judges, he shows 
how the Old Testa-
ment judges are pic-
tures of Christ at His 
Second Advent, the 
historical roots of Ro-
man Catholicism are 
examined, and practi-
cal application is made 
to the Christian in his 
war against sin. 
 In Ruth, Dr. Ruck-
man discusses the 
great doctrinal typology of the book in regards to 
New Testament redemption. He also makes evange-
listic and practical applications in regards to the sin-
ner’s responsibility 
to accept and follow 
Christ as his Saviour 
and Lord.

JUDGES & RUTH

Ringbound ............... RK-07RB $19.95
Hardbound Red ....... RK-07HR $24.95
Hardbound Green ...RK-07HG $24.95
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By Dr. Peter S. Ruckman
Reprinted from January 1995

Every decade sports scores of ad-
vertisements, in magazines, trying to 
get buyers to obtain the “Hidden Wis-
dom of the Ages,” or “The Secrets of 
Rosicrucianism,” or “The Secret Doc-
trine,” or whatever. Tibet, in the Himala-
yas, is a famous source for these ads. 
Various amulets and “charms” usually 
accompany the “wisdom.” These guar-
antee the sucker “health, wealth, and 
happiness,” not to mention vengeance 
against his enemies and irresistible 
power to “attract the opposite sex.”

I made the head of the “Bible” de-
partment at BJU very upset one time 
(Stewart Custer, The Truth About the 
King James Controversy, 1981, Intro-
duction) when I claimed that the Holy 
Bible was able to correct any Funda-
mental Bible scholar “on any campus.” 
Stu Baby interrupted this to mean 
that I claimed to know more than 
any scholar on any campus. (Typical 
“godly” Fundamentalism.)

Although I did not claim this, I have 
always been well aware of the fact that 
David claimed it (Psa. 119:98–100) 
and never “batted an eye.”

The head of a Bible department, 
“Stu Baby,” never did know much 
Bible. He doesn’t know much today; 
he never studies the Bible (see The 
Unknown Bible, 1984).

Well sir! I read the Rosicrucian 
literature; then I read all of the theo-
sophical literature (C. W. Leadbetter 
and Annie Besant), and then I read 
Madam Blavastky’s Secret Doctrine, 
and polished things off with study-
ing the Black Arts, the Kaballa, the 
Tarot Cards, and the Encyclopedia 
of Witchcraft. Not wishing to miss 
any “hidden wisdom,” I searched the 
Sutras, Shastas, Puranas, Vedas, and 
such like, including the Samaveda, the 
Yajurvedas, the Atharvaveda, the Zen-
davesta, the Koran, and the Tripitaka 
(the Vinaya and the Abdi Dharma).

The Hidden Wisdom

Continued on 15

I didn’t get much wisdom.
I picked up more wisdom on the 

fourteenth day of March, in 1949 (in 
one week), than I had gleaned in 
twenty-seven years of “going to the 
ancients.” (Read Col. 2:3 and Job 
28:28, and you will understand why.)

Well, at any rate, through the years 
I have stored back certain “senten-
tious” sayings (after I had tried them 
out, and proven them to be so). Many 
of these maxims sound like “Murphy’s 
Laws,” and several of them are “Mur-
phy’s Laws.” I thought you might like 
to see these absolute truths as they 
are found couched in simple epigrams 
or “proverbs.”

It is my belief that the following 
“laws” contain more wisdom and 
absolute truth than any four-year col-
lege course in Social Studies or the 
“Humanities” or Psychology, or Phi-
losophies of Religion.

1. “Simplicity is truth’s most be-
coming garb” (Bob Jones Sr.).

2. “Birds of a feather flock together” 
(unknown).

3. “The ‘tough guy’ is always the 
guy who knows he has ‘the edge’” 
(Ruckman).

4. “You can always get more with a 
kind word and a gun than you can with 
a kind word only” (Al Capone).

5. “Never sacrifice the permanent 
on the altar of the immediate” (Bob 
Jones Sr.).

6. “A Smith and Wesson beats four 
Aces” (Murphy).

7. “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom . . .” (David).

8. “Those who will not be ruled by 
God must be ruled by tyrants” (un-
known).

9. “Live every day like it was your 
last one, and pretty soon it will be” 
(Murphy).

10. “In any heirachy, a man is pro-
moted until he reaches his maximum 
level of inefficiency” (Prof. Peter).
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Continued from 14
11. “Iffen hit don’t make no sense, 

they’s a buck in it” (Ruckman).
12. “The mountains of worldly hon-

or are always covered with a perpetual 
snow” (DeWitt Talmage).

13. “War is God’s judgment on sin 
here: Hell is God’s judgment on sin 
hereafter” (Bob Jones Sr.).

14. “An idle mind is the Devil’s 
workshop” (unknown).

15. “It is never a compromise to go 
as far as you can along the right road 
with anybody” (Bob Jones Sr.).

16. “The only thing that men learn 
from history is that men never learn 

from history” (unknown).
17. “The bigger the belfry, the more 

room for the bats” (Ruckman).
18. “That which is highly es-

teemed among men is abomination 
in the sight of God” (Jesus Christ).

19. “No good deed will go unpun-
ished” (Murphy).

20. “It may be a sin to think evil of 
the Catholic church, but it is never a 
mistake” (Murphy).

21. “Everything depends upon 
God blessing it, or God not blessing 
it” (Ruckman): “An Gottes segen ist 
alles gelegen.”

Continued on 16

The Hidden Wisdom

A collection of essays 
on the subjects of King 
James, his Bible, and its 
translators. These essays 
are not a rephrasing or a 
retelling of what can read-
ily be found in a standard 
work on English Bible his-
tory. In fact, some of them 
are designed to correct 
the errors and miscon-
ceptions that are unfortu-
nately too prevalent in the 
material written about the 
Authorized Version.

374Pages       KJ 1801 
$1995

(Plus Postage—see page 18)

“New expanded edition”
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22. “There are two things you 
should never worry about; what you 
can fix and what you can’t fix” (un-
known).

23. “Those who ignore the lessons 
of history are condemned to repeat 
them” (unknown).

24. “Kingdom builders are bloody 
killers” (Ruckman).

25. “It’s a sin to do less than your 
best” (Bob Jones Sr.).

26. “The other line always moves 
faster” (Murphy).

27. “If you’re lying flat on your face 
you can’t fall down” (Murphy).

28. “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God” (James).

29. “Let God be true, but every 
man a liar” (Paul).

30. “This earth is all of hell a saved 
man will ever experience, and this 
earth is all of heaven a lost man will 
ever experience” (Dwight L. Moody).

31. “If you ain’t got no ed’jcation, 
you jus gotta use yo brains!” (Ruck-
man).

32. “The best preparation for to-
morrow is to do what you ought to do, 
today” (Bob Jones Sr.).

33. “The nearest tool is the ham-
mer” (Murphy).

34. “Wisdom simply consists of 
knowing when to be afraid, and when 
not to be afraid” (unknown).

35. “Progress is the exchange of 
one nuisance for another” (Murphy).

36. “Keep an open mind, and a 
college professor will dump some 
garbage into it” (Ruckman).

37. “Every human being has two 
civil ‘rights’: you have a right to die, 
and you have a ‘right’ to face judg-
ment” (Ruckman).

38. “You never saw a woman too 
poor to own a mirror” (Ruckman).

39. “If she smokes, she will drink; 
if she drinks she will do anything” 
(unknown).

40. “Every word of God is pure . 

. . thy word is true from the begin-
ning” (Solomon and David).

41. “Eat, drink, and be merry, and 
tomorrow you will be a great, big, fat, 
grinning drunkard” (unknown).

42. “Prepare for the worst and hope 
for the best” (unknown).

43. “No man’s property, family, or 
life are safe while the legislature is in 
session,” (Mark Twain—I think).

44. “Anytime it looks like things 
are getting better, you’ve overlooked 
something” (Murphy).

45. “The greatest obstacle to the 
dissemination of Biblical truth is the 
improvements in communications” 
(Ruckman). 

46. “When in doubt, mumble. When 
in trouble, delegate. When in charge, 
think. Nature always sides with the 
“hidden flaw’” (Murphy).

47. “In the world an ounce of im-
age is worth a ton of performance” 
(Murphy).

48. “Nothing is settled until it is 
settled with God” (unknown).

50. “Only one life; t’will soon be 
past. Only what’s done for Christ will 
last.” 

51. “The news media will get you 
killed: literally” (Ruckman).

And that really is just about all I 
ever learned in seventy-three years 
on this planet, in regard to “wisdom.” 
Of course, I learned all kinds of things 
from studying the Book, and learned 
many other things reading other 
books, but where practical “wisdom” is 
concerned, I found those fifty-one epi-
grams to be absolute truth. And even 
where “Murphy” spoke with “tongue in 
cheek,” he was talking about reality.

Not much, I suppose, for a man 
who set out to find out the “hidden wis-
dom” and the “wisdom of the ancients” 
that “unlocks the secrets of the uni-
verse,” etc. But enough wisdom to sail 
by the “ancients” (Psa. 119:100) like 
they were parked on the “shoulder.”

(I left “Stu Baby” back at No. 18!)

The Hidden Wisdom
Continued from 15
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A ‘Who’s Who’ in
Bible Revision

Identifying the theologians, scholars, 
preachers, teachers, and authors
who have been in the forefront of 

perverting the word of God

It is expedient that someone, 
right at the close of the Church 
Age, gives you a “printout” on 
the “godly” scholars who have 
passed on three outrageous lies 
from generation to generation. 
It is high time that some of you 
saw the extent, the intensity, and 
the durability of these three lies 
which professinal liars have used 
to make their living.
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Great Salvation Sermons
(John 3:16)

Compiled by Jack Howell
John 3:16 is one of the greatest verses, if not the 

greatest verse, in the Bible. This book is a collection 
of messages on that wonderful verse, John 3:16.

157 pages   PR 2231
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Famous Hebrew Christians
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus

The faith, courage, and dedication of 35 
outstanding Jewish believers. Multitudes have 
come to Christ through their witness, preaching, 
and influence.
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Nautical Notes
A. W. Mund
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Embracing the Untouchables
Stephen Fortosis
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By Robert Militello
“And having food and raiment 

let us be therewith content” (1 
Tim. 6:8).

There are many verses in the Bible 
that you won’t hear preached on too 
often. The above is one of them. 
Certain verses make today’s super-
sensitive Christian squirm and wish 
for a quick ending to the unwelcome 
conviction they experience when 
these verses are expounded. 

We live in a time when social 
pressures and the struggle to 
stay afloat financially and even 
emotionally have wreaked havoc 
on the central nervous systems 
of millions of healthy people. For 
years where I worked in New York 
City, I had to hear this constant, sad 
refrain, “I’m stressed!” Knowing full 
well the very slow gear that most 
civil servants moved in, I found it 
hard to believe much of what came 
out of their mouths. Usually, the 
“I’m stressed” cry for sympathy was 
a justification for leaving the work 
station and smoking a joint. 

In a pleasure-loving society such 
as ours is today, the desire for peace 
of heart and mind leads many into 
destructive paths, and fewer and 
fewer find rest for their souls in 
Jesus. There is only one real cure for 
discontent, and it is found nowhere 
else but in a King James Bible. Hell 
is loaded with souls that looked for 
happiness in all the wrong places. 
Very sad!

Now the word “contentment” 
shows up only once in my Bible 
(1 Tim. 6:6). Above this verse in 
my Ruckman Reference Bible 
is the heading, “Warnings about 
covetousness.” The desire to 
possess things has been a spiritual 
Covid 19 in the last-days church. 

“Because thou sayest, I am rich 
and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17). 

This verse testifies to the power of 
the “Prosperity Gospel”, snaring 
souls in megachurches before the 
Church leaves. Colossians 3:5 calls 
covetousness “idolatry”, and the 
believer is told to mortify it along with 
other evils. This last-days epistle 
reminds the believer as to where his/
her affections are to be placed. So, 
something has gone wrong.

A serious Christian looks to 
please the Lord in all things. Can a 
believer be godly and yet be short of 
real contentment? “But godliness 
with contentment is great gain” 
(1 Tim. 6:6). What does that imply? 
The desire to have more of what this 
world can offer remains in our flesh 
because Paul honestly confessed, 
“For I know that in me (that is in 
my flesh) dwelleth no good thing” 
(Rom. 7:18). Only the Lord knows 
how many of His saints remain 
unhappy because the cravings of 
their sinful hearts refuse to go away. 

“For Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present 
world” (2 Tim. 4:10). How’s that for 
loyalty? He obviously was not as 
committed to the crucified life that 
he may have thought he was. Paul 
knew the danger of letting the flesh 
experience even a little liberty. 

“But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest that by 
any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a 
castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). 

Paul moved with fear, like Noah, 
preparing to leave this present evil 
world. Megachurches and wimpy 
preachers prepare no one to leave 
this present world. In fact, they do 
just the opposite. They justify the 
accumulation of things by telling you 
over and over again of how much 
God wants to bless you. Your “gains” 
are a sign that you enjoy God’s favor 
(see 1 Tim. 6:5). If you subscribe to 
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that mindset, then the Roman church 
is highly favored of the Lord. Look at 
its wealth. All roads lead to Rome, as 
the saying goes. So is it any wonder 
that once sound churches now have 
gotten involved in politics to protect 
their privileges in this world?

Are happiness and contentment 
the same? No, happiness is 
generally defined as the experience 
of frequent positive thoughts, 
such as joy, interest, or pride. 
Contentment, on the other hand, is 
generally defined as a longer-lasting 
but deeper feeling of satisfaction and 
gratitude. Notice the word gratitude. 
Biblical gratitude begins with a 
comprehensive understanding of 
what Jesus Christ did for you and I 
at the cross. If you don’t get a handle 
on this truth, Christian contentment 
will be something you may strive for 
and yet, never attain.

Years ago, I read a book by 
Jeremiah Burroughs, a Puritan, 
published in 1648. Now, I don’t 
subscribe to Puritan theology, but this 
book, The Rare Jewel of Christian 
Contentment, was about walking with 
the Lord. Our first duty as believers 
is to walk with our Savior. How this 
was understood in the 17th century 
was worth learning. The author 
states, “Christian contentment is 
that sweet, inward, quiet, gracious 
frame of spirit which freely submits 
to and delights in God’s wise and 
fatherly disposal in every condition.” 
Can 1 Thessalonians 5:18 be better 
understood by acknowledging the 
grace we receive by submitting with 
thanksgiving to all the Lord brings 
into our lives? You won’t hear this 
stuff preached on in America today. 
1648 was a long time ago, and 
interest in what God has to say is not 
high on most people’s agenda these 
days. Amen?

“Thus, a godly man wonders 

at his cross that it is not more, a 
lost man wonders why his cross 
is so much.” (The Rare Jewel of 
Christian Contentment by Jeremiah 
Burroughs) Is the glass half full 
or half empty? It depends on how 
much you believe Romans 8:28 
because God sees what we don’t. 
If you believe wholeheartedly in 
what He says, then the glass is 
always full. Job, highly regarded by 
his Creator and well pleased with 
his own righteousness, had to be 
squeezed like a grape until he said, 
“Wherefore I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes” (Job 
42:6). If we got what we deserved, 
you wouldn’t be reading this right 
now. 

God used this book by Jeremiah 
Burroughs to help me see how 
different God’s thoughts were from 
mine. “Your mercies are more than 
your afflictions.” Also, “Contentment 
is not by addition but by subtraction: 
seeking to add a thing will not bring 
contentment. Instead, subtracting 
from your desires until you are 
satisfied only with Christ brings 
contentment.” In this “selfie” society 
that now surrounds us, can the 
megachurch pastors passionately 
preach, “He must increase, but I 
must decrease” (John 3:30)? God’s 
messenger, John the Baptist, knew 
full well where real contentment 
could be found. His advice exalts 
the cross.

“My meditation of him shall be 
sweet; I will be glad in the LORD” 
(Psa. 104:34). There it is. Brother 
Burroughs lived in a time when 
meditation was the common practice 
of the saints. There was time for it. 
The tentacles of this world were not 
yet as developed as they would be 
in our time, with technology driving 
our lives from one distraction to 
another. We live in a time when 
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vanity reigns supreme. “I have seen 
all the works that are done under 
the sun: and, behold, all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit” (Ecc. 1:14). 

Lot knew what it was to be vexed 
with the filth of those around him (2 
Pet. 2:7). What stopped him from 
leaving Sodom? I suppose he had 
“roots” in his community, or perhaps 
his wife was calling the shots, 
God only knows. We have a great 
advantage over Lot. We can, when 
we want to, retreat to the written 
word of God. I can find contentment 
in a Book that reads me while I read 
it. “In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me thy comforts delight my 
soul” (Psa. 94:19). 

We travel through this world of 
woe, and your years pass quickly, 
although it doesn’t seem that way in 
our youth. As we journey, a merciful 
Savior arranges for us to refresh 
our souls like the Jews did at Elim 
(Exod. 15:27). We look for rest areas 
on the interstates when our bodies 
grow weary. The Jews found such 
a “rest area” in Elim, and I suppose 
they would have stayed there had 
the Lord not promised them a better 
place beyond Jordan. Until we get 
home to glory, we have Elim in our 
hands. The water found in that Book 
is pure. Do we resort to it as often as 
we should?

“As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God: when 
shall I come and appear before 
God?” (Psa. 42:1–2). 

In these very last days, a price 
is being paid by churches that have 
abandoned the King James Bible. 
God’s pure water. The flocks that go 
to these churches are dehydrated. 
A pastor or preacher who corrects 
God’s word is giving you sea water 
instead of spring water. Drinking salt 

water makes you gag. “So then 
because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth (Rev. 3:16). 

The Lord wants to satisfy a thirsty 
saint, but that saint must be willing to 
leave his or her comfort zone, which 
may include the toys of technology 
that are so dear to us. Note the 
Lord’s advice to the Laodiceans. “I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire” (Rev. 3:18). “The 
fining pot is for silver, and the 
furnace for gold: but the LORD 
trieth the hearts” (Prov. 17:3). The 
church of the lukewarm Laodiceans 
needed correction badly. He does 
supply all our need, and one, in 
particular, is correction. “As many 
as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent” 
(Rev. 3:19). 

If affliction and suffering were 
to come to the last-days church in 
America, would you be surprised? 
“But he knoweth the way that I 
take: WHEN HE HATH TRIED ME, 
I shall come forth as gold” (Job 
23:10).

“Thou shalt not covet” (Exod. 
20:17). The tenth commandment 
lists seven things not to be sought 
after, the last being “anything that is 
thy neighbors.” That’s dramatically 
inclusive, wouldn’t you say? When 
the ten commandments are listed 
again in Deuteronomy 5, verse 21 
changes “Thou shalt not covet” in 
Exodus 20:17 to “neither shalt thou 
desire”. Coveting and desiring—are 
they always the same? 

In Genesis 3, Eve sees that 
what she was told to stay away 
from is desirable. Desire shows up 
for the first time in verse 16, where 
Eve has the Lord saying to her, 
“and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband”. There we see the root 
of women’s liberation and all kinds 
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of devilment that must follow when 
God’s authority and established 
order are challenged. Resentment 
of the authority the Lord possesses 
over His people seems to be on 
steroids in these last days. Honestly, 
how many saints have their eyes on 
something they covet but stop to ask 
the Lord, “Do I really need that in my 
life?”

“For the wicked boasteth of 
his heart’s desire and BLESSETH 
THE COVETOUS, WHOM THE 
LORD ABHORETH” (Psa. 10:3). 

Contentment with what God 
puts in your life doesn’t come 
instinctively. It must be learned, “for 
I have learned in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content” 
(Phil. 4:11). Paul, after conversion, 
was an eager Jew looking to live the 
crucified life, and that comes from 
going to God’s school of trial and 
tribulation. Note in Psalm 34:19, 
“MANY are the afflictions of the 
righteous,” not few, but many. But 
there is comfort at the end, “but the 
LORD delivereth him out of them 
all.” 

By his own confession, Paul 
found the contentment that should 
accompany godliness and left this 
evil world with great gain. How many 
souls will leave this world with great 
gain? The devil is allowed by God to 
“bless” the covetous. Do Laodicean 
Christians give serious consideration 
to where their blessings are coming 
from? “I am rich, and increased 
with goods . . .”, so who was behind 
that windfall? Who has an interest in 
keeping you fixated on the things of 
this world?

There is a book in the Bible that 
speaks to the unrest in the hearts 
of men and the search for real 
contentment that saints ought to 
read more often. “And I gave my 
heart to seek and search out by 

wisdom concerning all things that 
are done under heaven” (Eccl. 
1:13). Being behind Jesus Christ 
only in wisdom, Solomon rightly 
observes the “fruit” of all man’s 
labor. “I have seen all the works 
that are done under the sun; and, 
behold, all is vanity and vexation 
of spirit” (vs. 14). Solomon is no 
hero to philosophy professors in 
college. He’s much too negative and 
brutally frank. 

“For in much wisdom is much 
grief: and he that increaseth 
knowledge increaseth sorrow” 
(Eccl. 1:18). How has that increase 
in knowledge made life in the 
twenty-first century more enjoyable? 
Has our sorrow over sickness and 
loved ones dying been made more 
bearable by the last-days increase 
in knowledge? Daniel was told to 
seal up the book until the time of 
the end—“many shall run to and 
fro, and KNOWLEDGE SHALL 
BE INCREASED” (Dan. 12:4). Did 
Solomon or the Holy Spirit know 
something about how knowledge in 
the last days would do nothing to 
help men find peace with God? As 
far as I can tell, knowledge leads not 
to godliness, but to ungodliness. See 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 for the Holy Spirit’s 
comment on men’s’ behavior in the 
last days—somewhat depressing, 
don’t you agree?

Folks search for peace of mind 
and happiness in all the wrong 
places. Life for most is a tiresome 
journey ending in fear for those who 
rejected the gospel. What causes 
men to pretend that knowledge will 
make the world a better place to live 
in? Since the end of World War II, 
our best universities have awarded 
multiple thousands of advanced 
degrees to the best and brightest 
of students. Has all the combined 
knowledge of these gifted students 
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opened the door to real peace of 
mind? 

Some like to think psychiatry 
offers some hope. Really? Are man’s 
problems more in the head than 
in the heart? If every psychiatrist 
was willing to give all his or her 
patients, a copy of Psalm 51 from a 
King James Bible and ask that it be 
examined carefully before the next 
appointment—miracles could take 
place. Contentment’s door opens to 
the heart of man only when the mind 
and soul agree with God that man 
is a total failure, and all are corrupt. 
Knowledge doesn’t lend itself to 
humility.

For America, 2021 will be 
characterized by rising social unrest 
and growing animosity toward 
those in authority on all levels. Our 
society’s moral decay will lead to 
efforts to legalize sex with minors. 
Child porn will proliferate because 
many powerful people will stand by 
and refuse to condemn it. Judgment 
in the form of natural disasters may 
provoke some among us to blow the 
dust off the cover of the Bible and 
seek answers not available on cable 
TV or the internet. 

Were the populations of Sodom 
and Gomorrha aware of what 
God had in store of them? Did the 
almost 3,000 souls working in the 
Trade Towers on 9-11-01 sense that 
something ominous was coming 
at them at jet speed? Will our God 
imitate the weather channel and 
show us with radar images the 
nature, direction, and ferocity of 
what He will let fall upon us? We 
have a lamp shining in a dark place. 
“But ye, brethren, ARE NOT IN 
DARKNESS, that that day should 
overtake you as a thief” (1 Thess. 
5:4). Will that day of days surprise 
this present evil world this new 
year? The cup of man’s iniquity has 

a brim, and God alone knows when 
the top has been reached. “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son 
of man cometh” (Matt. 25:13).

A perpetual state of discontent 
now afflicts most Americans because 
of TV and now the internet. Dr. 
Ruckman called the TV, the glass 
toilet. Putting a screen before the 
eyes of countless millions of souls 
already covetous by nature made 
the love of this world an almost 
unbreakable addiction. Our souls 
see this world through windows in 
our heads called eyes. We see what 
others have, and impressions form 
within us. The Laodicean church in 
Revelation 3 had an eye problem. 
The other six churches written 
to by the Holy Spirit had hearing 
problems, but no eye problem as 
such. Laodicea also had a hearing 
problem, but no church was told it 
was blind except the assembly that 
had the world brought into its living 
room and bedrooms night and day. 

When World War II ended, most 
defense industries went back 
to producing consumer goods. 
Television appearing in 1948 was 
a “gift from heaven,” enabling mass 
audiences to covet the new products 
hitting the market. Power to create 
dissatisfaction with one’s lot in life 
now rested with the advertising 
agencies on Madison Avenue in 
New York. Folks went into stores 
looking for items they saw on TV. We 
became a consumer society almost 
overnight, willing to borrow against 
future earnings (credit cards), just to 
obtain that which our hearts desired 
without delay. Biblical Christianity 
got a specific instruction from the 
Lord, “and anoint thine eyes with 
eyesalve, that thou mayest see” 
(Rev. 3:18). Oh, the peace that 
passeth all understanding—where 
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THE CREED OF
THE ALEXANDRIAN CULT

 
 1. There is no final authority but God.
 2. Since God is a Spirit, there is no final authority that can be seen, heard, read, 
felt, or handled. 
 3. Since all books are material, there is no book on this earth that is the final 
and absolute authority on what is right and what is wrong, what constitutes truth and 
what constitutes error. 
 4. There WAS a series of writings one time which, IF they had all been put into a 
BOOK as soon as they were written the first time, WOULD HAVE constituted an infal-
lible and final authority by which to judge truth and error. 
 5. However, this series of writings was lost, and the God who inspired them was 
unable to preserve their content through Bible-believing Christians at Antioch 
(Syria), where the first Bible teachers were (Acts 13:1), and where the first missionary 
trip originated (Acts 13:1-52), and where the word “Christian” originated (Acts 11:26). 
 6. So God chose to ALMOST preserve them through Gnostics and philosophers 
from Alexandria, Egypt, even though God called His Son OUT of Egypt (Matthew 2), 
Jacob OUT of Egypt (Genesis 49), Israel OUT of Egypt (Exodus 15), and Joseph’s 
bones OUT of Egypt (Exodus 13). 
 7. So there are two streams of Bibles. The most accurate—though, of course, there 
is no final, absolute authority for determining truth and error; it is a matter of “pref-
erence”—are the Egyptian translations from Alexandria, Egypt, which are “almost the 
originals,” although not quite. 
 8. The most inaccurate translations were those that brought about the German 
Reformation (Luther, Zwingli, Boehler, Zinzendorf, Spener, et al.) and the worldwide 
missionary movement of the English-speaking people: the Bible that Sunday, Torrey, 
Moody, Finney, Spurgeon, Whitefield, Wesley, and Chapman used. 
 9. But we can “tolerate” these if those who believe in them will “tolerate” US. After 
all, since there is NO ABSOLUTE AND FINAL AUTHORITY that anyone can read, 
teach, preach, or handle, the whole thing is a matter of “PREFERENCE.” You may 
prefer what you prefer, and we will prefer what we prefer. Let us live in peace, and if we 
cannot agree on anything or everything, let us all agree on one thing: THERE IS NO 
FINAL, ABSOLUTE, WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF GOD ANYWHERE ON THIS EARTH.

This is the Creed of the Alexandrian Cult.

RK-138

$995

The Death of
Biblical Doctrine
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In this work, Dr. Ruckman shows how modern 
Christianity has departed from several sound, 
Biblical doctrines and has substituted for them 
the false doctrines of tradition and apostate 
scholarship.
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do Christians expect to find it?

Paul suffered the loss of all things 
that he might appropriate to himself 
more of Jesus. Can this generation 
of believers be counted upon to 
remain faithful to what they profess if 
suffering for Jesus were to become a 
reality in the “land of the free”? Think 
about how this puritan preacher saw 
the good in every circumstance: 
“Since God is contented with Himself 
alone, IF YOU HAVE HIM, you may 
be contented with Him alone, and it 
may be, that is the reason why your 
outward comforts are taken from 
you, that God may be all in all to 
you.” So, “In other words, God will 
not share His place in your life with 
any other thing or person. In fact, if 
we are not seeking all we need from 
God, we are idolaters.” 

A Laodicean church having 
someone in who preached like this 

would not ask that preacher for a 
return engagement.

A serious search for contentment 
will end at the foot of the cross. What 
gets served up in most churches on 
Sundays is Christ without the cross. 
Veggie burgers instead of real beef. 
It will only get worse. Hardly anyone 
gets preached out of hell anymore, 
and why is that? Don’t you know? 
“God loves you,” and the more you 
hear that, the more the poison of 
self-satisfaction will kill whatever 
prompting you receive from the Holy 
Spirit to live a crucified life. 

“For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ” 
(Phil. 3:18).

For 2021, let the Lord get all the 
glory He is entitled to—He earned it, 
and He alone is the author and finisher 
of our faith (Heb. 12:2).
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